
Arkansas Wing 
Civil Air Patrol 

Year in Review – 2009 
Compiled by Maj. Blake Sasse, Wing Public Affairs Officer & Historian 

 
 

CADETS 
 

Two Arkansas Squadrons Receive 
Aerospace Education Grants 

 
(January 17th)  Recently the Arkansas Space Grant 
Consortium awarded $500 grants to the 42nd and 
99th Composite Squadrons for use in their aerospace 
education programs.  The 42nd will use the funds to 
purchase model rockets and the 99th will use it to 
meet fuel and other costs associated with an 
upcoming trip to the NASA museum in Huntsville, 
Alabama. 
  
These grants come about as a result of the partnership 
between the Consortium and Arkansas Wing 
announced in August.  Besides grants such as these, 
the 16 post-secondary educational instutituions that 
are members of the consortium have agreed to host 
tours for CAP cadets where they will get a chance to 
learn about current research on rocketry, high altitude 
balloon research using balloons, nutrition for space 
travel, bone loss and anemia in space travel and 
radiation protection for astronauts among other 
topics.   
  
Capt. Frank Warner, Wing Aerospace Education 
Officer, has spearheaded this project and also wishes 
to announce that squadrons interested in taking part 
in an AE Weekend tour in Memphis, consisting of 
visits to the FEDEX DC-10 simulators, the 
Tennessee Air National Guard C-5 simulators, and 
the Memphis FAA facilities should contact him soon 
for scheduling purposes.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

102nd Cadet Change of Command 
Ceremony  

by Capt. Marchelle Jones  
 

(January 21st)  The 102nd Composite Squadron 
welcomed C/SMSgt Justin R. Moore as the new 
Cadet Commander in its first ever formal change of 
command ceremony. Attending were Cadets, Senior 
members, family and friends of the 102nd.  
  
The change of command ceremony 
is rooted in military history dating 
back to the 18th century during the 
reign of Frederick the Great of 
Prussia. At that time, organizational 
flags were developed with color 
arrangements and symbols unique to each particular 
unit. To this flag and its commander, the soldiers of 
the unit would dedicate their loyalty and trust. When 
a change of command was to take place, the flag was 
passed to the individual assuming the command. This 
gesture was accomplished in front of the unit so that 
all could see and witness their new leader assuming 
his dutiful position. He who held the flag also held 
the soldier's allegiance. This symbolic tradition has 
survived throughout military history.  
  
C/2nd Lt Andrew Masters as the outgoing 
commander of cadets, passed on the squadron guidon 
to Moore with Lt. Col. Charles Hill serving as 
presiding officer. After the ceremony all present 
enjoyed a reception provided by the cadets.  

 
  

99th Cadet Receives Awards 
(February 2) This evening Cadet SMSgt Desiree 
Feltmeyer of the 99th Composite Squadron received 
the Air Force Association Award, which was 

presented by TSgt Tim Tracy from 
Little Rock Air Force Base, as well 
as the Air Force Sergeant's 
Association Award which was 
presented by Squadron Commander 
Lt. Col. Larry Webster.   

 



 
(February 7th) Today the 42nd Composite Squadron 
toured the Little Rock National Airport where they 

visited the ramps, runways, control tower, 
maintenance station, and the behind-the-scenes 

security system and the fire department.   
 
  

120th Cadet Receives Community 
Service Award 

By 
Maj. John Brandon 

 
(February 23) This evening C/A1C Evelyn Taylor of 
the 120th Composite Squadron was presented a 
Community Service Ribbon for 
completing more than 60 hours of 
community service in her 
hometown. The award was 
presented to Taylor by Squadron 
Commander Captain David Wilkins. 
Although not shown here, C/2dLT Davis L. Spurlock 
recently completed the requisite community service 
hours and was a recipient of the same Community 
Service Ribbon.  

 
  

115th Cadets Complete NRA Rifle 
Course  

By 
Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven  

  
(April 29)  Five cadets of the 115th Composite 
Squadron completed the NRA Basic Rifle Shooting 
Course this month and are believed to be the first 
Arkansas Wing cadets ever to do so. Cadet Capt. 
Jeffrey VerHoeven, Cadet 2nd Lt. William Smith, 
Cadet Senior Airman Nathan Paine, Cadet Amn. 
Aaron Francis, and Cadet Amn. Clay Eliasen took the 
course on April 11 and 18 at the 115th’s headquarters 
in Rogers and at the Rogers Police Department’s 
pistol range. National Rifle Association instructors 
and several 115th officers administered the course. 

The first day consisted of classroom instruction in 
basic shooting safety and techniques, while the 
second day featured live fire training and a shooting 
test. During the live fire activities, the CAP officers 
and NRA instructors supervised the cadets one-on-
one to ensure safety.  
  
The 115th’s participation in the course came about 
due to the efforts of Chaplain (Capt.) Don Seaman 
and Capt. David Myers, the 115th’s deputy 
commander for cadets. The two officers adapted the 
Texas Wing’s operational plan for the activity and 
submitted it to Arkansas Wing headquarters for 
approval late last year. The 115th’s officers took the 
course in March in order to be qualified to instruct 
the cadets. Additional classes open to both cadets and 
officers are scheduled for May.  
  
 

 120th Composite Squadron Tours 
Columbus AFB, MS  

By  
C/1Lt. D. Logan Spurlock  

  
(April 29)  Today cadets of the 120th Composite 
Squadron, along with the Squadron Commander, 
Squadron XO, the DCC and a very accomplished 
commercial pilot, took off from the Jonesboro 
Municipal Airport headed for the Golden Triangle 
Airport in Columbus, MS. There, they were met by 
their tour guides for the day, 2Lt Saffold and 2Lt 
Adams, both of whom were recent graduates of the 
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO.  
  
After their initial meet and greet, the tour group 
headed to the Columbus AFB for their first stop. At 
the engine/propulsion shop they met a jet engine 
mechanic, Rodney Williams, who proceeded to lead 
the tour through the propulsion shop.  
  
After the tour of the propulsion shop, the group 
proceeded to the base dog training facility, where the 
military dogs are kept and trained on base. This was a 
very interesting experience for the members of the 
tour. First, T/Sgt Hogan and Sr. Airman Weeks gave 
a quick brief of what they do, equipment used for 
training, and how they train. They told the group that 
the dogs are trained in narcotics searches as well as 
bomb sniffing, IED discovery and search and rescue. 
The group proceeded outside to a fenced off area 
behind the facility to see an agility demonstration on 
the obstacle course, as well as demonstrations for 
several different scenarios, including shots being 



fired while the dog is attacking, an offender attacking 
the dog's handler, the dog pursuing on command, and 
the dog ending pursuit if the offender surrenders.  
  
Immediately after lunch at the Base Officer's Club, 
the tour proceeded to the BX to shop for various 
uniform items. The next stop was the special part of 
the trip. CAP had the base's most advanced 
simulators, for the T-6 Texan II, reserved for 3 hours. 
When the group arrived at the sim building, they 
were met by Mr. Billy Songer, a retired AF officer 
who flew F-16's for over 20 years. He talked to the 
group about the Air Force Flight Curriculum. After 
this talk, the group split up and headed for the 
simulators, where they would have the time of their 
lives! While in the simulators, the cadets got to see 
and feel what it would be like to fly a T-6 Texan II, 
the Air Force primary trainer. Each cadet was able to 
fly for half an hour, and most flew very well for their 
first time in such a piece of equipment.  
  
After the group said its farewells, it headed to the 
physiology department to learn about the effects of 
operating at high altitude, the effects of G-forces on 
the body, and the effects of loss of balance in IFR 
conditions. The cadets were able to sit in the chair 
that is spun around for several minutes to disorient 
pilots, and to cure air sickness. Then they went to the 
fitness center and learned the fitness curriculum, 
After all of this, the group said its good-bye's to the 
physiology group and headed off base to a local 
McAllister's and chowed down. They then headed 
back to the airport, thanking the two Lieutenants who 
so graciously spent their day with the group, boarded 
the King Air 200, and were whisked back to 
Jonesboro, skirting a thunderstorm on the way. It was 
a very memorable day and the chance of a lifetime!  

  
 

  
  

 
(May 11)  At a ceremony at the Ozark Regional 
Airport Cadet Robert Armstrong of the 107th 

Composite Squadron was promoted to Cadet 1st Lt, 
and having completed the requirements was awarded 

the Billy Mitchell award. Cadet Armstrong is now 
working toward the Earhart award and as a recipient of 

one of the squadron's solo scholarships is flying the 
squadron's aircraft with squadron commander Maj. 
Bruce Bailey instructing. Cadet Armstrong's parents 
are John and Gayle Armstrong of Hardy. (Submitted 

by Maj. Pete Orlebeke) 
�
��

115th Cadet Recognized for Reaching 
Milestone  

By 
Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven 

  
(June 2)  Jeffrey VerHoeven, a 
Springdale resident and cadet in the 
115th Composite Squadron, 
received his Amelia Earhart Award 
and a promotion to Cadet Major 
Tuesday night at the squadron’s 
Rogers hangar. State Rep. Mark 
Martin (R-Dist. 87) presented the award to Cadet 
VerHoeven, whose parents, Jon and Teri VerHoeven 
of Springdale, presented his new rank insignia to 
him.  
  
Cadet VerHoeven joined the Civil Air Patrol in June 
2006 and now commands Tango Flight, a sub-unit of 
the squadron dedicated to training new cadets. 
Among the other roles he has filled are supply officer 
and flight sergeant for Tango Flight. Cadet 
VerHoeven is home-schooled and will be a junior 
this fall.  
  



Cadets earn the Amelia Earhart Award by completing 
the first eleven of the Civil Air Patrol cadet 
program’s sixteen achievements. It is one of five 
“milestone awards” that require cadets to pass 
comprehensive exams and are usually presented by 
elected officials or senior military officers. Amelia 
Earhart Award ceremonies also usually coincide with 
promotions to cadet captain, but scheduling conflicts 
delayed Cadet VerHoeven’s ceremony until he had 
already completed the program’s fourteenth 
achievement.  

  
  

News from the 99th 
By 

Lt. Col. Larry Webster  
  

(June 9) The 99th Composite Squadron, with the help 
of funding from the Arkansas Space Consortium, 

took cadets to the Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama. 
They got to see everything from the 
original space capsules to actual 
rockets used to launch the current 

space shuttles. They toured the center, rode rides and 
got a special treat. The unit saw the new Star Trek 
movie at the center’s IMAX theatre.  
  
The unit also recently held its’ 2nd Quarterly 
Awards/Parents Night to recognize those outstanding 
cadets of the quarter. Each quarter cadets are 
recognized for their testing, meeting attendance, 
activity attendance and those who are due promotions 
receive them with the parents watching on. For those 
cadets who attend all meeting they receive 
certificates of recognition and are put in the 100% 
Club. 
  
Cadets who were received this recognition were Matt 
Brooks, Desiree Feltmeyer, Duane Feltmeyer, Dylan 
Maddock, Jacob Patterson and Jonathan Duncan. 
Cadets are also recognized for their testing. Cadet 
Brooks received recognition for test scores in 
aerospace. He was awarded the Best Aerospace Test 
Score for the 2nd Quarter. In addition he received the 
Cadet of the Quarter Award and received the Red 
Service Ribbon for 2 years of continuous service in 
the Civil Air Patrol. Cadet Jacob Patterson also 
received the Red Service Ribbon.  

  
  
 

2009 Arkansas Wing Encampment 
Little Rock Air Force Base 

By 
Capt. Lisa Worthington 

 
Saturday June 13, Day 1 

The 2009 Arkansas Wing Encampment began early 
with cadet in-processing at 1000 until almost 1300. 

All the cadets were given time to 
check in and find their hooch where 
they would be staying for the week. 
Basic cadets (first-time attendees) 

were given instructions in their hooch as to how 
things were to be kept. Each flight took some time to 
make sure the place was clean.  
  
From there, they began to learn the 
basics of marching, giving the flight 
sergeants a chance to evaluate 
cadets. The flights will begin to 
perfect team work through their 
marching. Later in the week, the 
flights will combine to learn even bigger teamwork 
skills.  
  
After some time, we loaded up and headed to our 
class. Here the cadets were introduced to the staff and 
what the week would be like. We heard from Lt. Col. 
Applegate (USAF, Reserve) about the job of the 
liaison officer’s. The new chow hall was next and 
cadets were ready to eat some well prepared food.  
  
Back at Camp Warlord they took their entrance exam 
which will help the staff know what the cadets as a 
whole know and where they need to put some work. 
They will be given a post-encampment test to see 
how much they learned over the week. Progress from 
the entrance exam to the post exam is usually very 
high. Lights out comes not too early for the tired 
cadets and another great day will be happening 
tomorrow with an early rise.  

  
Sunday June 14, Day 2 

The cadets began the day with uniform and room 
inspections. Each flight earned 
merits (for something extra special) 
and demerits (for something they 
have already been instructed to do) 
as was warranted.  
After a good breakfast, the cadets 
were given an opportunity to attend 
a church service organized by 

Chaplain Seaman.  



From there, the cadets regrouped for flight time with 
a focus on marching in columns and flanks. A few 
flights also took some time to try some jodies.  
  
Flight time was followed by some classroom work in 
the 62nd Airlift Squadron 
auditorium where Chaplain Seaman 
gave a moral leadership presentation 
that was well received. The cool air 
was definitely a welcome break for 
all.  
  
  
Our medical officer, Maj. Wilson, gave a class on the 
dangers of drinking and driving, prolonged sun 
exposure, and other hazards.  

After a meal, the flights traveled to 
the static displays for flight photos.  
From there, there was additional 
flight time and a rest period to study 
their SUI’s. After dinner the cadets 

returned to Camp Warlord for flight classroom time, 
cleaning, and preparing for tomorrow.  
  

Monday, June 15, Day 3 
Monday was much warmer day, but it began early 

with pt in the cool of the morning 
before the sun was fully up. The 
morning continued 
with inspection, 
chow, and a field 
trip to the small 

arms range where the cadets had a 
chance to talk with some of the 
trainers. They observed a Air Force class learning 
how to handle weapons safely. Finally, they were all 
given the chance to take aim with a laser at a body 
shaped target with sensors.  

  
During drill time, basic cadets had 
the opportunity to give commands. 
The flights are really working like a 
team today and more is being 
learned all the time.  
  

The heat of the day was spent in the classroom where 
many of the cadets shared past 
experiences at some of the national 
cadet special 
activities. They 
learned about 
aspects of the cadet 
program at the 

squadron, wing, region, and national level.  
 
After an early dinner, the cadets prepared for the 
evening physical training. They all had 
the chance to run the mile, do push ups, 
practice the sit and reach, and perform sit 
ups.  
Since the day ended early, the cadets were 
able to do laundry and prepare for the 
morning. 
  

Tuesday, June 16, Day 4 
Tuesday started with great weather. The cadets were 
introduced to an interesting exercise this morning 
called the toilet flush. Afterwards there was a light 
run and inspection before breakfast.  

The fire station was the highlight of 
the morning. The cadets had a 
chance to see the base equivalent of 
the 911 station. From there, they 
learned about the job and life of an 
Air Force fire 
fighter. While 
we were there, a 

real emergency call came in. One 
of the planes trying to land was 
having trouble with the landing 
gear. The fire department sprung 
to action, but fortunately, the landing was successful 
and their services weren’t needed.  
  
After a period of drilling, it was time for lunch  
 
In the afternoon several classes were held at the base 
theater. Capt. Lisa Worthington spoke about test 

taking and running techniques. The 
cadets really had some great 
questions and many had equally 
great suggestions. Next was radio 
operator’s training led by Cadet 
Capt. Vest and Maj. Wilson. The 

cadets were given real experience in using the radios 
in several different scenarios. The last class was 
about flying C-130 cargo planes and 
Lt. Col. Loren Ainsworth showed a 
few cool videos and discussed the 
incident at the fire station from the 
pilot’s point-of-view.  
  
Following an early dinner the volley ball games 
between flights were held. The day ended a bit early 
so that some laundry could be done. 
  



Wednesday, June 17, Day 5 
Wednesday began, as with the first few days, with 
physical training.  
After a good breakfast, the first activity of the day 
was a double tour. Squadron one 
went to the FATs (fire arms 
training) demonstration. 
Unfortunately, the computers 
were down, but there was still 
much too learn. The instructor explained the training 
the Air Force security force personnel receive and 
gave the cadets the opportunity to handle dummy 
weapons that are used in training.  
  
After leaving there, they moved on to a static display 
of a C-130. The pilot, copilot, navigator, flight 
engineer, and load master all came out with the 
cadets to explain flying in the C-130. The load master 
showed us how the landing gear on the C-130 could 
be put down if the primary system failed. Everyone 
learned a lot about how each crew member works 
together to fly this plane safely and effectively. It was 
hot on the flight line, but well worth the heat.  

  
Lunch followed with time 
afterwards for the cadets to work on 
their bunks or uniform. The next 
event featured an Air Force recruiter 
who discussed 
aspects of his job 
to bring people into 

the Air Force through enlistment, 
ROTC, or other avenues so that they 
are matched with a job that they are 
interested in. It was refreshing to 
hear him speak frankly of the benefits 
of college and education. This was 
followed by a demonstration by the base 
honor guard.  
  
After that, there was a little bit of 
down time while the doctor did a 
blister check. Dinner was next and was followed 
directly with some pass-in-review practice. All the 
cadets worked on marching in a single formation, 
which is more complicated than the flight-based drill 
worked on up to this point.  
  

Thursday, June 18, Day 6 
Day 6: Thursday was another early rise for the 
cadets. The day began as the others with some 
stretches and a light run.  
After breakfast, uniforms were inspected and the 
cadets headed out for tours. The first was at the C-

130 simulator where the cadets first learned about the 
cockpit familiarization room and then headed for the 
simulators where some of the cadets tried their hand 
at flying the C-130.  
  

After that the cadets headed next 
door to the C-130 maintenance 
training center. This tour was 
divided into several parts that 
included working on the landing 

gear hydraulics, engine repair, and wheel and brake 
replacement.  
  
After boxed lunches, there was drill time and then off 
to the theater for a DDR class led by Capt. Sharon 
Parrot. Following a movie demonstrating the long-
term effects of driving drunk the cadets tried passing 
a field sobriety test with fatal vision goggles, which 
simulate the effects of alcohol on a person.  
  
The last activity of the day was Pass-in-Review 
practice.  

  
  

Friday, June 19, Day 7 
Friday was another hot day and unlike previous 
mornings there was no physical training. Instead, 
Pass-in-Review practice began 
directly after breakfast.  
Inspection was done after marching 
was completed. Lunch followed and 
then off for auditorium where Lt. 
Col. Allison led a discussion with 
the cadets about developing strong leadership skills.  

  
After dinner, the cadets changed for 
a volleyball tournament. It was a fun 
time for all and a brief time to relax 
a bit. The end of the week is here 
and you can see it all that is done.  
  

The last task for the day was taking the post-
encampment test that will be compared to the pre-test 
they took at the beginning of the week to see how 
much knowledge they gained.  
  
Tomorrow is graduation and time will be spent in the 
morning preparing for Pass-in-Review and in 
preparing for departure.  

  
 
 
 



Saturday, June 20, Day 8 
The 2009 Arkansas Wing Cadet Encampment came 
to a close today and the following awards were 
presented: 
Honor Flight: Charlie Flight 
Commandant's Award: C/MSgt Crystal Pitts (42nd) 
Commander's Award:  
      C/CMSgt Wesley Woods (95th) 
Senior Member Award:  
       Lt. Col. Loren Ainsorth (95th) 
Honor Cadets: 
    A Flight: C/MSgt Michael Deshanes (115th) 
    B Flight: Cadet Zachary Ramirez (83rd) 
    C Flight: Cadet Christopher Hogan (42nd) 
    D Flight: Cadet Austin Sowerbutts (40th) 
 
 

Command of 115th Cadets Changes 
Hands  

By 
Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven 

 
(July 7)  The Civil Air Patrol’s 115th Composite 
Squadron held a change-of-
command ceremony Tuesday 
night at Rogers’ Carter Field as 
Cadet Maj. Jeffrey VerHoeven of 
Springdale assumed command of 
the squadron’s cadets from Cadet 
Maj. Jason Finney of Garfield. 
The official, brief, and dignified 
ceremony—a tradition conducted 
daily throughout the armed 
forces—was intended to visually 
demonstrate to subordinate 
cadets the orderly transition of 
command from one officer to another.  
  
Cadet Finney, a 2009 graduate of Rogers High 
School who is close to earning his private pilot’s 
license, had held the position of cadet commander 
since last June and will be a freshman in the 
University of Arkansas’ Air Force ROTC program 
this fall. Cadet VerHoeven will be a home-schooled 
junior this fall. He works as a lifeguard at the 
Springdale Aquatic Center and is an active member 
of University Baptist Church in Fayetteville, playing 
guitar for his youth group and running the media 
display for Sunday morning services.  
 

 

Joiner Appointed Cadet Commander 
of the 42nd 

By  
1st Lt. Garrick St. Pierre 

 
(July 28)   On Tuesday, with his Mitchell Award 
approved by National Headquarters and posted, 
Cadet Robert Joiner was promoted to the grade of 
Cadet 2nd Lieutenant.  
  
Spaatz Award winner C/Col. Ross Macheak and 
Squadron Commander Capt. Ron Wingfield  
“pinned’ Lt. Joiner’s new rank. Macheak, who is 
beginning his second year at the Air Force Academy, 
also participated in the change of command 
ceremony which appointed Joiner as the Cadet 
Commander for the squadron. Joiner will now lead 
the 43 cadets of our squadron. Cadet Joiner, of Little 
Rock, began his Civil Air Patrol career in January of 
2006. He has been to several encampments and 
participated in many CAP activities. He currently 
attends Pulaski Academy in Little Rock and is 
working towards an appointment to Annapolis. 
  
 

Jonesboro Cadets Return from  
National Cadet Special Activities   

By 
Maj. John Brandon 

 
(August 4)  Cadet 1st Lt.  Logan 
Spurlock, of the 120th Composite 
Squadron, was one of several Civil 
Air Patrol  cadets from 14 CAP 
Wings across the nation to attend 
the Advanced Technologies 
Academy near Colorado Springs, 
Colorado recently. The academy 
features instruction in 5 highly 
advanced technological applications 
used by CAP in carrying out its 
missions.  
  
The academy is designed for cadets 
who like to fly and have mastered 

basic computer skills. Lt. Spurlock had previously 
attended the National Flight Academy in Oklahoma 
in 2008, and has accumulated several flight hours. A 
special honor was given to Spurlock when he was 
named Honor Cadet of the Advanced Technologies 
Academy, and was presented a challenge coin by the 
commander of the academy that he had received 



when he was commissioned as an officer in the U. S. 
Air Force. 
  
Cadet Austin Bozarth recently returned from the 
National Blue Beret Academy in Oshkosh, WI.  For 
cadets age 16 and above, and selected senior 
members, the National Blue Beret (NBB) offers the 
chance to work at one of the largest and most 
prestigious air shows in the world.   At Blue Beret 
participants receive training that allows them to help 
support the airshow including working on flight lines, 
exhibits, and electronic direction finding. 

  
   

 
Civil Air Patrol members from West Memphis and 

Jonesboro who recently participated in cadet 
orientation flights. The 99th Composite Squadron 
from West Memphis hosted the flights while the 

120th Composite Squadron brought an airplane and 
cadets from Jonesboro to West Memphis.  

  
 

Fitzhugh Returns from Belgium 
By 

Maj. John Gender 
 

(August 8)  Cadet Major D. Reed Fitzhugh of 
Foreman, Arkansas has just returned from a 
seventeen day visit to Belgium, representing the 
United States on the International Air Cadet 
Exchange. Every summer, cadets representing the 
aviation and youth organizations of twenty nations 
exchange visits with US Cadets. Major Fitzhugh, of 
the 95th Composite Squadron, was chosen on the 
basis of exemplary conduct and performance to 
represent the Arkansas Wing.   

 
 

99th Holds Fun Night 
By 

Lt. Col. Larry Webster 
 

(August 31)  The 99th Composite Squadron held a 
fun night for the cadets. Seniors and cadets 
participated in games against each other and cadets 
were treated to hot dogs, chips and drinks. A 
challenge by the cadets was made on who would 
make the top bowling score and the winners would 
have to buy pizza for the losing team. Well, Lt. Col. 
Webster, Sq Commander will be buying cadets some 
pizza real soon.  
 
 
Jonesboro Cadet Logan Earns Earhart 

Award 
By 

Maj. John Brandon 
 

(September 21)  Cadet Capt. Logan Spurlock 
received the Amelia Earhart award in a ceremony at 
the Jonesboro airport this evening. Spurlock had 
already been promoted to Cadet Captain as a result of 
fulfilling the requirements for the award.  
  
Spurlock has been serving as the 
cadet commander for the 120th 
Composite Squadron since 
September 2008, and is a senior at 
Valley View High School, where he 
also participates in the ROTC program. He is the son 
of Dennis and Marilyn Spurlock, both of who are 
CAP members.  
  
Marvin Jumper, 1st Vice Commander of American 
Legion Pickett Post #21, Jonesboro, AR presented 
the award to Spurlock. In his congratulatory remarks, 
Jumper expressed his admiration to Spurlock as a 
representative of the youth of today that take part in 
leadership organizations such as the Civil Air Patrol.  
  
Spurlock joined CAP in May 2004. He has served in 
various command and staff positions. He attended the 
National Flight Academy in Shawnee, Oklahoma in 
July 2008, and has accumulated several flight hours 
toward his private pilot license. He attended the 
Advanced Technologies Academy at Peterson AFB, 
CO in July 2009, and was named its honor cadet. He 
has attended CAP encampments at Little Rock AFB, 
and held leadership positions at the encampments. 

  



42nd Launches Rockets 
By 

1st Lt. Garrick St. Pierre 
  
(November 14) The skies near Cabot were filled with 
rockets today as six cadets of the 
42nd Composite Squadron 
completed the requirements for 
their Model Rocketry Badge. 
C/TSgt. Eric Crowder, C/A1C 
Kailyn Cooper, C/Amn Erickson, 
C/Amn Kenny Wood, and C/B 
Thomas Storeygard launched their 
rockets under the guidance of their instructors 1Lt. 
Robert Carr and SM James Joseph. While one of the 
rockets landed in a nearby pond, and two more were 
lost downrange, all personnel were thrilled with the 
experience. 

 
  

 Fort Smith Cadets Study Weather 
By 

1st Lt. Daryl Shingleton 
  
(November 17) This evening KFSM-tv Chief 
Meterologist Garrett Lewis gave a presentation to the 
cadets of the 83rd Composite Squadron about the 

effects of weather on aviation and 
general weather safety.  Among the 
topics discussed were cloud shape 
and identification, updrafts, 
microburst, and the formation of 

tornados and hurricanes.   
  

 
 

MISSIONS 
 

 What a dump! 
 

(January 31) CAP members from Little Rock 
recently completed a mission conducted on behalf of 
the Pulaski County Regional Solid Waste District for 
the purpose of identifying illegal dump sites in 
Pulaski County.    
  

The Wing was tasked with locating 
dump sites with more than 5 or 6 
truck loads of dump materials or 
piles of old tires with more than 500 
tires.  The entire county was 

surveyed in three flights totalling 7.5 flight hours 
during which 3 sites were identified, photographed, 
and mapped for the PCRSWD.  

 
  

 Arkansas Wing Assists in Search for 
Missing Man in Sebastian County 

  
(April 24)  The AFRCC tasked the Arkansas Wing 
on Tuesday to assist the Sebastian County sheriff and 
other local agencies in the search for a missing man 
last seen in the Jenny Lind area.  
  
An aircrew from the 83rd 
Composite Squadron flew one 
search sortie Tuesday afternoon and 
then made another flight to give a 
local emergency management 
official an overview of the area of 
operations.   
  
On Wednesday two ground teams made up of 15 
members of the 115th Composite Squadron joined 
the search and worked closely with canine teams and 
law enforcement personnel in the hilly, heavily 
wooded terrain.   Additionally, aircrews from the 
83rd flew three search sorties that day.   
  
  
1st Lt. Bill Hobbs, of the 83rd, served at the incident 
command post assisting in communications between 
the base and CAP aircrews.  Having a person on 
scene made it possible for CAP to respond to 
requests within minutes causing one official to 
exclaim, "Wow, that was quick" after approval was 
granted for their request for an over-flight of the 
area.   
  
Additionally, CAP members assisted in check-in for 
other searchers and C/2nd Lt. Emily Loewer served 
as the only Mission Staff Assistant for the command 
post. 
  
On the 24th another ground team from the 115th 
returned to the search area and found what was 
believed to be a footprint matching the foot size of 
the missing person.  However, he has not yet been 
found. 
 
 
 



Arkansas Wing Completes Low Level 
Surveys 

  
(April 28th)  The Arkansas Wing has completed a 
second year of flying over low-level training routes 
used by the Arkansas Air National Guard in search of 
new obstructions that could pose a safety hazard to 
military aircraft.  Coordinated by Wing Director of 
Operations Lt. Col. Doug Alexander, aircraft from 
four squadrons flew 19 sorties over 60 days for 49.6 
flight hours and discovered several potentially 
dangerous new towers.   
  
 

Arkansas Wing Alerted for Lost 
Person Mission 

  
(May 31) Early Sunday morning the Air Force 
Rescue Coordination Center called Maj. Tom Rea, 
Wing Director of Emergency Services, and requested 
that the Arkansas Wing launch a flight to search for a 
missing 78 year-old woman who had been traveling 
from Arkansas to an event in eastern Oklahoma.  Lt. 
Col. Doug Alexander was asked to put an aircrew 
together, but as they were conducting the pre-flight, 
the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management 
notified them that the Oklahoma State Police had 
located the woman and her car, which had broken 
down along I-40 near Oklahoma City.   

 
  

Wing Responds to ELTs in Central and 
Northern Arkansas 

 
(August 16)  After a long period without any ELT 
missions, the Arkansas Wing was tasked with two 
missions in August.   
  
On the 7th, a C-130 heard an ELT signal in the 
vicinity of Melbourne in Izard County and an aircrew 
from the 120th consisting of Maj. John Brandon and 
Joe Heinemann was dispatched by the AFRCC.  
Although a faint signal was detected at one point, it 
was not possible to track it.  Apparently four other 
aircraft that had been asked to listen for the signal 
also did not hear it.  When the crew returned to 
Jonesboro, cadets who had been assisting in the flight 
clinic heard an ELT on the airport that was tracked to 
a Cherokee 6 in the main hanger. 
  

On the 11th the AFRCC received a 406 ELT signal 
north of Cabot.  A Wing staff ground team consisting 
of Maj. Tom Rea, Lt. Col. Chuck Bishop, and Capt. 
Tommy Rea departed Little Rock at 9:20 PM drove 
to Smith Air Park based on the coordinates provided 
by the Air Force and found that the signal was 
coming from a newly installed ELT that had not yet 
been properly registered.  They were unable to detect 
the low-power 121.5 signal from the ELT until they 
were within 25' of the hanger.   
  
Prior to these missions the last time the Arkansas 
Wing launched resources for an ELT mission was 
when Maj. Blake Sasse, Maj. Joel Buckner, and Capt. 
Ron Wingfield located an ELT at the Country Air 
airpark in Lonoke County on the evening of 
December 29-30, 2008.  This was the last mission 
conducted by the Wing based on an 121.5 frequency 
ELT detected by an Air Force satellite.  The Air 
Force stopped monitoring that frequency on January 
31st. 

 
  

Arkansas Wing Assists in Search for 
Missing Man 

  
(December 29)  This afternoon the Hot Spring 
County Sheriff's office requested Arkansas Wing's 
assistance in the search for a 75-year old man who 
was last seen in the Malvern area on Monday 
evening.  Lt. Col. Herb Williams, Wing Homeland 
Security Coordinator and Capt. Ron Wingfield, of the 
42nd, flew a sortie out of Little Rock today, but did 
not find any sign of the man.   

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY SERVICE 
& RELATIONS 

 
 

115th Cadets Participate in Global 
Youth Service Day 

By 
Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven  

  
(April 25)  More than a dozen cadets and officers 
from the 115th Composite Squadron participated in 
Global Youth Service Day April 25 by assisting 
Rogers Parks and Recreation with its renovation of 
Veterans Park. The CAP members worked 
throughout the day pruning trees, painting, and 
assisting construction workers at the new Heritage 
High School softball field, which was scheduled to 
host a major tournament the next weekend. Cadets 
and officers policed the infield for large rocks, spread 
and raked fresh dirt across the infield foul territory, 
fit protective Styrofoam pieces around handrails in 
the grandstands, and shoveled topsoil to bring the 
lawn surface outside the field level with a new 
sidewalk.  
  
Global Youth Service Day is an international event 
that seeks to mobilize youth to identify and address 
the needs of their communities through service; to 
support youth on a life-long path of service and civic 
engagement; and to educate the public, the media, 
and policymakers about the year-round contributions 
of young people as community leaders. The largest 
service event in the world, it is coordinated by Youth 
Service America in association with the National 
Youth Leadership Council. State Farm Companies 
Foundation is the event’s U.S. sponsor.  

  
  

115th Participates in Northwest 
Arkansas  

Memorial Day Events  
By 

Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven 
  
(May 25)  Members of the 115th Composite 
Squadron participated in two Memorial Day events in 
Fayetteville Monday. A four-cadet color guard, eight 
other cadets, and four officers attended Fayetteville 
National Cemetery’s annual ceremony before moving 
on to Drake Field and the Memorial Day Troop Train 

event hosted by the Arkansas Air Museum. The color 
guard presented and retired the national and CAP 
colors at both locations. Color guard members were 
Cadet Staff Sgt. Andreas Kofler, Cadet Master Sgt. 
Adrian Flores, Cadet Airman 1st Class Aaron 
Barlow, and Cadet Amn. Sarah Malmo.  
  
At Fayetteville National Cemetery, 
keynote speaker Vic Walker, the 
senior vice commander of VFW 
Post 2952 and a former Marine and 
soldier, expressed his 
disappointment with current 
American society’s use of Memorial 
Day as a recreational holiday. He 
challenged his audience to motivate 
others to remember the true purpose 
of the holiday—to remember fallen veterans who 
sacrificed their lives for the United States.  
  
In a Drake Field hangar, Fayetteville Mayor Lioneld 
Jordan addressed the gathering of roughly 290 
veterans and their relatives who had just disembarked 
the Arkansas and Missouri Railroad “Troop Train” 
for lunch and a special ceremony. Special remarks 
were also delivered by retired Air Force Lt. Col. 
Steve Gray, an aide to Rep. John Boozman (R-Ark.). 
The “Troop Train”, which is intended to replicate the 
cross-country travel experiences of servicemen in the 
two World Wars, left Springdale Monday morning 
and traveled to Chester in Crawford County, where 
passengers visited a military gravesite before heading 
back north and stopping at Drake Field along the 
way. This is the second year that the 115th has 
provided a color guard for both events as well as 
helped place American flags in front of the 
headstones at Fayetteville National Cemetery on the 
previous Saturday.  

  
  

95th Leads Memorial Day Parade in 
Texarkana 

By 
Maj. Dennis Kern 
  

(May 25)  Memorial Day 
Ceremonies began at the Veterans 
Memorial in front of the Miller 
County, Arkansas courthouse. The 
95th Composite Squadron Color 
Guard provided the flag detail to 
raise and then place the colors at 
half-staff.  



Following that ceremony, the Color Guard led the 
parade of CAP members, veterans and the general 
public from there past the U.S. Courthouse and Post 
Office to the Korean and Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Bowie County, Texas where the 
ceremonies continued.  
  
  
115th Cadets and Officers Assist with  

Young Eagles Event  
��  

������	
�������
���
����  
 
(July 17)  Ten cadets and three officers from the 
115th Composite Squadron staffed the Experimental 
Aircraft Association’s Young Eagles event in 
Fayetteville on July 17, helping more than 100 local 
youth experience the thrill of flying. The Civil Air 
Patrol members processed paperwork, marshaled the 
flight line, and escorted children between the ages of 
8 and 17 to and from the aircraft piloted by local 
EAA members. Many of the passengers had never 
flown before, and all received their flights free of 
charge. The event began at 8:00 A.M. and lasted until 
nearly 4:00 P.M. with turnout so high that 
prospective fliers were already being turned away by 
10:00 A.M. Those children will be placed at the front 
of the line at the Young Eagles event in Rogers on 
August 15.  
  
Participating cadets were Maj. Jeffrey VerHoeven, 
Maj. Jason Finney, Senior Master Sgt. Malachi 
Eliasen, Master Sgt. Michael Deschenes, Staff Sgt. 
Andreas Kofler, Staff Sgt. Aaron Francis, Airman 1st 
Class Clay Eliasen, Airman 1st Class Alisha 
Deschenes, Amn. Matthew Landreth, and Amn. Tyler 
Smolenski. Supervising officers were Maj. David 
Myers, Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven, and Sr. Mbr. 
Kristi Eliasen. 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

115th’s Color Guard Performs at 
Naturals Game 

��  
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(July 31)  The 115th Composite Squadron’s color 
guard performed during the 
National Anthem before some 6,000 
fans at Arvest Ballpark in 
Springdale July 31 as part of the 
Northwest Arkansas Naturals’ 
“Salute to First Responders” night. 
Cadet Staff Sgt. Andreas Kofler led 
the color guard, which also included 
Cadet Master Sgt. Michael 
Deschenes, Cadet Master Sgt. Adrian Flores, and 
Cadet Amn. Sarah Malmo.  
  
This is the second year the 115th has been asked to 
provide a color guard for the event, which honors the 
contributions of fire, police, and emergency medical 
professionals and volunteers in Northwest Arkansas. 
Following the presentation, the color guard joined 
their families and other CAP members in the stands 
to watch the game between the Naturals and the 
Springfield Cardinals.  
  

��
West Memphis and Jonesboro Team 

up for Training and Community 
Service 

By 
Lt. Col. Larry Webster 

 
Cadets from the 99th Composite Squadron and the 
120th Composite Squadron teamed up to help at the 
annual Arkansas State Park Cleanup in Village Creek 
State Park. Seniors and cadets along with other 
individuals and organizations from around the area 
went thru the park picking up trash to help make the 
park a better place for visitors to come and see. In 
addition, both units participated in the distributive 
exercise and performed some ELT searches. They 
ended the day up with a cook out of hamburgers, hot 
dogs and chili along with some smores.  

  
 
  
  
  



 
(December 10) Cadets Ryan Melton, Matt Brooks, 

Kaleb Burns and Sam Stuckey of the 99th Composite 
Squadron braved the 26 degree temperature to 
provide a color guard for the annual Christmas 

parade in Marion. 
 
  

95th Participates in Christmas Parade  
By 

Maj. Dennis Kern 
  

(December 11) The 95th Composite Squadron was 
well represented in the Texarkana Christmas Parade. 
The squadron was led by the six 
member cadet Color Guard and 
cadet drill team. The drill team was 
followed by the CAP van which 
towed a float containing a model 
CAP aircraft. A number of senior members wearing 
the broad range of uniforms rode in the van.  
  
 
Arkansas Wing Participates in Wreath 

Across America Ceremonies 
  

(December 12)  More than 1100 people attended the  
Wreaths Across America ceremony, organized by the 
115th Composite Squadron, at Fayetteville National 
Cemetery on this morning.  The Walmart Foundation 
purchased more than 6,700 wreaths for the 
Fayetteville event. Attendance exceeded this year’s 
Memorial Day ceremony, and local Wreaths Across 
America organizers hope the December event will 
gain recognition comparable to Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day.  
  
Maj. David Myers acted as the master of ceremonies 
for the program, which featured remarks by U.S. 
Rep. John Boozman (R-Ark.). A ten-person Civil Air 

Patrol cadet color guard presented the national, state, 
and military service colors, and a nine-person cadet 
honor guard assisted 
representatives of the military 
branches in laying ceremonial 
wreaths recognizing each 
representative’s branch, the 
Merchant Marine, and prisoners of 
war and missing servicemen. The 
Arkansas Army National Guard’s 
142nd Military Honors Unit 
provided a 21-gun salute, and Mr. 
David Rader of Buglers Across America performed 
“Taps.” More than twenty Patriot Guard Riders stood 
watch over the proceedings, each holding an 
American flag. Attendees, including members of 
local veterans groups, then fanned out across the 
cemetery to lay the remaining wreaths.  
  
The 42nd Composite Squadron organized the 
Wreaths Ceremony at the Little Rock National 
Cemetery and received an unexpected surprise the 
next day when they learned that approximately 400 
wreaths left over from the Fayetteville ceremony 
were delivered to squadron commander Capt. Ron 
Wingfield's shop in North Little Rock on Sunday.  
Thanks to the efforts of squadron and wing staff 
members, these wreaths were moved to Wing 
headquarters on Monday and laid out at the cemetery 
on Tuesday the 14th.   
  
The 120th Composite Squadron, assisted by the 
American Legion, led the Wreaths ceremony at 
Oaklawn Cemetery in Jonesboro.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



OUR PEOPLE 
 

95th Holds Awards Night  
By  

Maj. Dennis Kern  
 

(March 30) The 95th Composite Squadron had 
standing room-only at its joint awards meeting with 
many parents, spouses and other guests attending. 
The meeting opened with a formal flag ceremony and 
an invocation by Chaplain Markle. In the first 
presentation, Mr. Michael Zacharias, assistant 
manager of TACAir, accepted a plaque from Lt. Col. 
Ainsworth, Squadron Commander. in appreciation 
for the support they provide to the squadron.    
  
In the second major presentation Cadet Chief Master 
Sergeant Wesley Woods was presented with the Air 

Force Association's award by Maj. 
Ed Goodman. Following the AFA 
presentation, numerous ribbons 
and certificates were presented to 
cadets and senior members. Senior 
Member Richard Slade and 1st Lt. 

"Woody" Morton received the Yeager award. The 
following members were promoted: C/SrAmn 
Thomas Slade, C/MSgt Kayla Brown, C/CMSgt 
Brandon Uselton, 2nd Lt. Carol Collins, Capt. 
Maurice Markle, Maj. John Gender, Maj. Dennis 
Kern.  
  
AR Wing Commander, Col. Britton, followed with a 
presentation of baseball caps to Lt. Col. Ainsworth, 
Maj. Goodman and Maj. Gender in recognition of 
their fund-raising efforts. Following refreshments and 
fellowship the meeting concluded with flag retreat. 
  

  
Arkansas Wing Member Wins 

Regional Aerospace Education Award 
 

(April 10) Maj. Frank Warner, of Wing 
Headquarters, recently earned the Southwest Region 
Brewer Award for his efforts in Aerospace 
Education.  Maj. Warner serves as the Arkansas 
Wing Aerospace Education Officer and has been 
responsible for developing partnerships with FEDEX, 
the Tennessee Air National Guard, and the Arkansas 
Space Grant Consortium that have opened up many 
opportunities for cadets to learn more about aviation.   
  

Established 31 Dec 1959, the Brewer awards serve as 
a memorial to Mr. Frank G. Brewer, Sr. and his 
lifelong interest in aviation, youth, and education. 
Recognition is given to individuals and organizations 
that have made outstanding contributions, out of 
selfless devotion, to the advancement of youth in 
aerospace activities. Nominees are evaluated on CAP 
program support, significance of accomplishment, 
community involvement, and support of all facets of 
the aerospace education mission.  
  
Maj. Warner joined CAP in 2006 and was a member 
of the 99th Composite Squadron until assuming his 
current duties on Wing Staff.   

  
 

Two Promoted in 115th 
By 

Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven 
  

(May 5)  Two officers of the Civil Air Patrol’s 115th 
Composite Squadron in Rogers received promotions 

from Captain to Major this evening. 
Squadron commander Lt. Col. Max 
Gore recognized Maj. John 
McDaniel of Bethel Heights and 

Maj. Dave Myers of Rogers during the 115th’s 
weekly meeting at the squadron’s hangar at Carter 
Field. Major McDaniel’s wife and daughter “pinned” 
his new rank insignia onto his uniform, while the 
115th’s cadet officers performed the honor for Major 
Myers, the squadron’s deputy commander for cadets.  
  
Major McDaniel, an Alabama native who spent much 
of his early life in Rhodesia (present-day Zimbabwe) 
and South Africa, joined the Civil Air Patrol in 2003 
and serves as a mission pilot and operations officer 
for the 115th. He is the former commander of the 
Georgia Wing’s Augusta Composite Squadron and 
was the 2005 Georgia Wing Safety Officer of the 
Year. Major McDaniel is also the activity director for 
the Engineering and Technologies Academy, a 
national cadet special activity hosted each summer by 
Auburn University.  
  
Major Myers, a decorated Air Force retiree and Gulf 
War veteran, also joined the Civil Air Patrol in 2003. 
Motivated by the war in Iraq to return to service, he 
immediately became the 115th’s deputy commander 
for cadets and drug demand reduction officer, and in 
2007 received the John V. “Jack” Sorenson Award as 
the Civil Air Patrol’s top cadet programs officer. He 
has commanded two Arkansas Wing Cadet 



Encampments, served on the staffs of two more, and 
has been named the 115th’s Officer of the Year three 
times. He received a Commander’s Commendation 
Medal in 2005 and a Meritorious Service Medal in 
2007.  

  
  
 

1  
Thanks to a couple hours work from Maj. Brandon 

and C/1LT Spurlock, the 120th was proud to say that 
Capflight 323 was the cleanest aircraft (outside AND 

inside) at the Wing Flight Clinic on August 8.    
  
  
 

113th Composite Flight Deactivated 
 
(September 7)  The 113th Composite Flight was 
recently deactivated for failure to maintain the 
minimum number of members.  Formed in the 1980s 
as the East Arkansas Composite Squadron, the unit 
was renamed the 113th Composite Squadron (Forrest 
City) in 2001 and was changed to a flight in October, 
2008.     

 
 

McDaniel Assumes 115th Command 
from Gore 

��  
������	
�������
���
����  

  
(November 3)  Maj. John McDaniel of Bethel 
Heights assumed command of the Civil Air Patrol’s 
115th Composite Squadron from Lt. Col. Max Gore 
of Bella Vista in a ceremony Tuesday night in 
Rogers. Major McDaniel had served as the 
squadron’s operations officer since 2008 after having 
commanded the Augusta (Ga.) Composite Squadron 

before moving to Northwest Arkansas. An Alabama 
native, Major McDaniel spent his teenage years and 
early working career in South Africa and Rhodesia, 
where he established a distinguished record as a 
mountaineer and rugby player. He has also worked in 
the U.S. as an engineer and a search-and-rescue 
specialist. Major McDaniel has been a pilot since 
1968 and a Civil Air Patrol member since 2003.  
  
Colonel Gore had served as the 115th’s commanding 
officer since 2002 and joined the 
Civil Air Patrol in 1996. He 
received an officer’s commission in 
the U.S. Navy in 1960 and spent 26 
years as a naval aviator, retiring as a 
captain with 4,500 flight hours in 
combat aircraft and 386 aircraft 
carrier landings. He later flew for 
the Arabian America Oil Company 
in Saudi Arabia before retiring to 
Northwest Arkansas.  
  
Under Colonel Gore’s leadership, the 115th was 
named Outstanding Squadron of the Arkansas Wing 
six times and Outstanding Squadron of the Southwest 
Region twice. The squadron also received three Unit 
Citation awards. Colonel Gore himself earned the 
Civil Air Patrol’s highest officer award, the Gill 
Robb Wilson Award, in 2007.  
  
Tuesday night’s ceremony mirrored centuries of 
military tradition and included the formal transfer of 
the squadron colors from the outgoing commander to 
the incoming commander as well as a pass-in-review 
by the 115th’s cadet squadron. Lt. Col. Doug 
Alexander, Arkansas Wing Operations Officer, 
presided over the ceremony and offered his personal 
thanks to Colonel Gore for his years of service. 
Colonel Gore then reflected upon the 115th’s success 
and paid tribute to many of his subordinates for their 
specific contributions before Major McDaniel offered 
his comments. In describing his future plans for the 
squadron, the new commander paraphrased a 
common expression by saying, “It ain’t broke, so I’m 
not going to fix it.”  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2009 Wing Conference 
  

(November 7)  The Arkansas Wing Conference 
opened at Wing Headquarters at 0900.  Following an 
brief review of the Wing's activities in 2009 by Col. 
Britton, Mr. Steven Trupp of NHQ gave a briefing on 
CAP's nationwide activities on behalf of the National 
Commander.  Col. Britton then presented numerous 
service awards including an certificate of 
appreciation from the Sebastian Co. Sheriff for the 
Wing's participation in a missing person search 
earlier this year and the Gill Robb Wilson Award, 
which was earned by Lt. Col. Dean Thomas.  
Meritorious Service Awards were given to C/Maj 
Davyd Fitzhugh and Maj. John Gender and an 
Exceptional Service Award to Maj. Max Gore.   
  
In the afternoon there were training sessions in DDR, 
Chaplain Services, Cadet Programs, Aerospace 
Education, WMIRS, Fund Raising, Communications, 
IG Inspection and Public Affairs. 
  
At the award banquet in the evening, held at the 
Holiday Inn Airport Hotel, Maj. Gen. William 
Wofford, Adjutant General of the Arkansas National 
Guard was the keynote speaker.   
  
The following awards were presented at the banquet: 
Wing Encampment Commander's Award: Cadet 
Wesley Woods 
Southwest Region Frank G. Brewer Memorial 
Aerospace Corporate Award: Wlamart Beaver FBO, 
Rogers, AR 
Southwest Region Sorenson Cadet Programs Officer of 
the Year (2007) Maj. David Myers. 
Southwest Region Bud Payton Public Affairs Officer of 
the Year (2008): Maj. Blake Sasse 
Squadron of Merit:  115th Composite Squadron 
Cadet NCO of the Year: C/CMSgt Crystal Pitts 
Cadet Junior Officer of the Year: C/Capt Davis 
Spurlock 
Cadet Senior Officer of the Year: C/Lt. Col. Jeffery 
VerHoeven 
Cadet of the Year: C/Maj. Davyd Fitzhugh 
Cadet Programs Officer of the Year: Maj. Jeffery Smith 
Cadet Ground Team Member of the Year: C/CMSgt 
Malachi Eliasen 
Senior Ground Team Member of the Year: Capt. 
Marchelle Jones 
Communicator of the Year: Maj. Charles Wensel 
Public Affairs Officer of the Year:  Capt. Jonathan 
VerHoeven 
Chaplain of the Year: Chaplain Don Seaman 
Outstanding Family of the Year: 1st Lt. Garrick St. 
Pierre, 2nd Lt. Nicole St. Pierre, C/A1c Kailyn Cooper. 

Commander's Award for Excellence in Flight Training: 
Maj. Craig Young 
Senior Member of the Year: Maj. Ed Goodman 
Robert Penton Aircrew Excellence Award: Lt. Col. Max 
Gore and Lt. Col. Thomas Eastman 
James C. Stevens Support Award: Lt. Col. Doug 
Alexander 
Air Force Association AR Squadron of the Year: 67th 
Composite Squadron 
Commander of the Year: Maj. David Wilkins 
  
Additionally, Col. Britton presented a Commanders 
Award for Sustained Superior Service to Lt. Col. 
Max Gore.   
 
 

 95th Celebrates Holiday Season 
By 

Maj. Dennis Kern 
  

(December 14)  Family and friends joined the cadets 
and seniors of Texarkana's Civil Air Patrol 95th 
Composite Squadron to celebrate the holiday season, 
review the year's activities and to present a Mitchell 
Award. The evening's festivities began with everyone 
enjoying a meal during which a slide show 
containing photos from all the year's events was 
played.  
  
Lt. Col .Ainsworth, squadron commander, then 
presented the year in review. Each member was 
recognized for their accomplishments of the past 

year. This was followed by a 
number of presentations and 
promotions. C/CMSgt Wes Woods 
received the Mitchell Award and 
was promoted to C/1st Lt.. 

Following this, C/CMSgt Brown was designated to 
take cadet Woods' place as 1st Sgt.  
  
The cadets presented Maj. Leonard Russell with a 
plaque thanking him for his dedication to CAP and 
work with them. Maj. Russell is moving to Houston 
and will soon be leaving the squadron after more than 
7 years of service in various positions. In response, 
Maj. Russell gave a speech thanking the cadets and 
challenging them to continue their growth and 
progress in CAP.  
  
In keeping with the spirit of the season a good time 
was had by all! 
  
 

 



TRAINING 
 

  
Joint SAREX held in Jonesboro  

By 
Maj. John Brandon 

 
(February 14) A joint SAREX was held at the 120th 
Composite Squadron facility in Jonesboro on 
February 14th that was attended by the Bootheel 
Composite Squadron from Malden 
Missouri, the 107th Composite 
Squadron from Mountain Home, 
and the 120th Composite Squadron. 
Scenarios were presented to the 
attendees that resulted in several 
sorties being flown, and ground team training was 
involved in the scenarios. The training, which 
included a missing persons search and searches for 
ELT’s, was considered successful, and some of the 
senior member pilots were able to get their needed 
checkrides. Mission interaction between wings was a 
first time occasion for many of the attendees, and the 
exercise presented an opportunity to learn from each 
other. 
 
 

115th Holds Ninth Annual Highlands  
Ground Team Academy  

By 
Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven 

 
(March 6)  Twelve cadets and officers graduated 
from the Highlands IX Ground Team Academy at the 
115th Composite Squadron in Rogers last month. The 
trainee class included two cadets from Fort Smith’s 
83rd Composite Squadron and three generations of 
one Northwest Arkansas family—Senior Member 
William Wright, Senior Member Erika Paine, and 
Cadet Nathan Paine.  
  
The trainees completed courses in advanced and 
basic navigation, urban direction-finding, search 
methods, radio communications, medical techniques, 
ground-to-air signaling, and many other skills. 
Members of the cadet cadre led by academy 
commandant Cadet Capt. Jason Finney and executive 
officer Cadet 2nd Lt. Emily Loewer provided course 
instruction with support from the 115th’s officers. 
The three-weekend academy closed with a late-night 
practice search mission Benton, Washington, and 

Madison Counties followed the next evening by the 
115th’s first-ever Dining In event.  
  
Recognized by the cadre as the academy’s Honor 
Trainee was Cadet Aaron Francis; and voted on by 
the trainees as the Honor Cadre was Cadet Capt. 
Jeffrey VerHoeven. Staff Sgt. Sean Walters served as 
project officer. The 115th instituted the Highlands 
Ground Team Academy in 2001 as a means of 
helping Civil Air Patrol members earn their ground 
team member ratings efficiently in an intense training 
environment.  
 
 

20 Complete Squadron Leadership 
School 

By 
Capt. Adam Boyd 

(March 8)  Arkansas Wing held it's 2009 Squadron 
Leadership School this weekend with twenty 
members from seven squadrons in attendence.  SLS 
is the first course senior 
members attend while 
completing Level 2 of the CAP 
Professional Development 
Program, and is a "First Step" to 
becoming a professional CAP volunteer. 
  
This year's course was directed by Capt. Adam Boyd 
from the 42nd, with instructors Lt. Col. Larry 
Webster from the 99th, Maj. Joel Buckner from Wing 
Headquarters, Maj. Alan Wilson from the 67th, Maj. 
Morris Middleton from the 42nd, Capt. Dennis Kern 
from the 95th, Capt. Marchelle Jones form the 102nd, 
and Capt. William Chiles from the 83rd.  
  
Graduates were:  
(42nd Composite Squadron):  Capt. William 
McDonald, 1st Lt. Garrick St Pierre, 1st Lt. 
Alejandro Solis, 2nd Lt. Rick Frazier, 2nd Lt. Jim 
Nash, 2nd Lt. Norlyn Reeves,  SM Robert Carr  
(67th Composite Squadron):  SM Paula Bradley 
(83rd Composite Squadron):  Maj. Claude 
Hawkins, Maj. Mervin McMillion, 1st Lt. Walter 
Glosenger, 1st Lt. R. H. Henderson, 1st Lt. William 
Hobbs, 1st Lt. M. Scott James, 1st Lt. Donald Knotts 
(95th Composite Squadron):  SM Richard Slade  
(102nd Composite Squadron): 1st Lt. Samuel Scott  
(115th Composite Squadron):  SM Mari Rose, SM 
William Wright Jr.  
(120th Composite Squadron): SM James D. Dye 
 
 



Wing Conducts Air Force Guided 
Exercise  

 
(July 18) Today the Wing concluded its biennial Air 
Force-guided training exercise which began Friday 
afternoon with a simulated message warning of an 
impending earthquake and a tasking to conduct 6 
aerial photography sorties over bridges statewide. 
Saturday morning began with a simulated search for 
an airplane that was overdue on a flight from Hope to 
Clarksville.  
  
However, before this phase of the mission was truly 
underway a 6.3 magnitude earthquake “struck” 
northeast Arkansas and resources were re-directed to 
respond to what in real life would have been a major 
natural disaster and Texas Wing was tasked to take 
over the missing aircraft search out of a mission base 
to be set up in Texarkana. About an hour later 
another missing aircraft, on a flight from Hope to 
Walnut Ridge, was inserted into the scenario and the 
remainder of the day was focused on this task.  
  
While 4 aircraft and the Little Rock mission base 
responded to these scenarios designed by CAP-USAF 
staff, an aircraft from Russellville and two ground 
teams made up of members from Rogers, Batesville, 
Russellville, Monticello, and Little Rock were 
participating in a separate exercise involving a visual 
search for a target near Cabot and practice in air-
ground coordination. After successfully being led in 
to the target the ground teams returned to Little Rock 
for lunch and were then sent on an ELT mission to 
Searcy.  
 
 
115th Participates in NWA Emergency 

Preparedness Fair  
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(September 12)  Six cadets and six officers from the 
115th Composite Squadron 
participated in the Northwest 
Arkansas Emergency 
Preparedness in Bentonville 
on September 12. Roughly 
70 businesses and 
government agencies 
gathered to promote their products and services to the 
general public and local officials.  
  

The 115th manned an outdoor display consisting of a 
squadron van, ground team equipment, and a video 
slideshow. The cadets, all ground-team qualified, 
demonstrated the use of the squadron’s backboards 
and litters with help from volunteers among visiting 
public. The highlight of the day occurred when 
Northwest Arkansas Naturals mascot “Strike the 
Sasquatch” volunteered to be “backboarded.” The 
cadets strapped the furry baseball mascot to the board 
and then carried him across the parking lot to the 
Naturals’ display area. Traffic at the 115th’s display 
area was significant throughout the day.  
  
Participating cadets included Maj. Jeffrey 
VerHoeven, Chief Master Sgt. Malachi Eliasen, 
Master Sgt. Paden Adams, Senior Amn. Clay 
Eliasen, Airman 1st Class Samantha Malmo, and 
Airman 1st Class Sarah Malmo. Officers in 
attendance were Lt. Col. Tom Eastman, Maj. Dave 
Myers, Capt. Jonathan VerHoeven, 2nd Lt. Madison 
Pennington, Sr. Mbr. Kristi Eliasen, and Sr. Mbr. 
Chris Adams. 
  
 

Safety Stand Down in Jonesboro 
Brings in Missouri CAP Members 

By 
Capt. Rita LaVanchey 

 
(October 17)  Five cadets and 6 senior members, 
coming mostly from the Bootheel Squadron, in 
Malden, MO, traveled to Jonesboro,  to join that 
squadron for its annual “Safety Down Day” event at 
the invitation of squadron commander Major David 
Wilkins.  
  
Seven senior members, mostly pilots, gave safety 
presentations related to aviation issues, including 
crew resource management with appropriate 
delegation of tasks, situational awareness, aircraft 
icing, checklist importance, and simply doing tasks 
correctly, to name just a few. Interesting stories were 
added to the well-prepared lectures which enhanced 
the importance of the discussions.  
  
The Jonesboro squadron provided coffee and donuts 
in the morning and grilled hotdogs and other fixin’s 
for lunch. After noon, a Jonesboro air crew and 
Jonesboro/Malden ground team searched for a 
practice ELT.  
  
During the day’s event, many participants agreed that 
SE MO and NE Arkansas squadrons would both 



benefit from combined ES training & continued CAP 
associations. Ideas are being discussed to do just that! 

 
  

TLC and CLC at Wing HQ 
 

(October 18)  This weekend a Training Leaders of 
Cadets and a Corporate Learning Course were held at 
Wing Headquarters in Little Rock.   
  
Training Leaders of Cadets is the premiere venue for 
Cadet Programs Officers to 
learn how to become better 
mentors of cadets and more 
effective managers of cadet 
squadrons. The 2-day course is a component of the 
Cadet Programs Officer Specialty Track in the Senior 
Member Professional Development Program.  Maj. 
Jeff Smith and Capt. Marchelle Jones directed the 
TLC which had 8 students from the Little Rock, 
Monticello, Rogers, Russellville, and Texarkana 
Squadrons: Maj. Dennis Kern, Capt. Betty Evans, 1st 
Lt. Samuel Scott, 1st Lt. Garrick St. Pierre, 2nd Lt. 
Paula Bradley, and Senior Members Nicole St. 
Pierre, Michael McDonald, and Susan Seaman.   
  
The Corporate Learning Course (CLC) discusses the 
relationship the CAP squadron has with the next 
major echelon of command -- the wing.  Specifically, 
CLC discusses how wing-level operations help to 
accomplish CAP's three missions 
of aerospace education, emergency 
services, and cadet programs.  It 
describes the working relationships 
wing staff officers have with each 
other, and their squadron level counterparts.  Maj. 
Morris Middleton directed the course with the 
assistance of Lt. Col. Bob Betzold (USAF, ret.), 
Maors Joseph Streetman, William Travis, Frank 
Warner, and Doug Wood, Chaplain (Capt.) Don 
Seaman, and 1st Lt. Margaret Middleton. 
  
The 7 students from the Fort Smith, Hot Springs, 
Little Rock, Monticello, and Rogers Squadrons were: 
Majors Larry Carmack and William McDonald, 
Captains Robert Byrne and Jonathan VerHoeven, 
First Lieutenants Robert Carr and Joel Patoka, and 
2nd Lt. Madison Pennington.   
  
 


